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Indeed, identity in both meaning and use must be clearly established before we can recognize as variants of the
same glyph, forms so dissimilar as the examples above given. A rebus. They usually sat down to eat by twos
or fours. Therefore the 1st day of the third year the st from the beginning will have the 11th name in the
sequence. Having learned the number, length, and names of the several periods into which the Maya divided
their year, and the sequence in which these followed one another, the next subject which claims attention is the
positions of the several days in these periods. It was the first year of the Eleventh Century immediately after
midnight December 31, A. On one side were arrayed the gods of plenty, peace, and life; on the other those of
want, war, and destruction; and between these two there waged an unending strife for the control of man. This
kind of writing Doctor Brinton has called ikonomatic, more familiarly known to us under the name of rebus,
or puzzle writing. It has been explained see p. The southern part of this region is abundantly watered by a
network of streams, many of which have their rise in the Cordillera, while the northern part, comprising the
peninsula of Yucatan, is entirely lacking in water courses and, were it not for natural wells cenotes here and
there, would be uninhabitable. The good and righteous went to a heaven of material delights, a place where
rich foods never failed and pain and sorrow were unknown. The materials upon which the Maya glyphs are
presented are stone, wood, stucco, bone, shell, metal, plaster, pottery, and fiber-paper; the first-mentioned,
however, occurs more frequently than all of the others combined. Here, indeed, is portrayed with graphic
touch the final all-engulfing cataclysm. Note the eye closed in death. All admit the existence of phonetic
elements in the glyphs, but disagree as to their extent. Where the God of Life plants the tree, Death breaks it in
twain fig. Like the records of most ancient peoples, the Maya monuments, judging from their dates, were at
first scattered and few. Normal-form and head-variant glyphs, showing retention of essential element in each.
A primer of Mayan hieroglyphics. Later, as new cities were founded and the nation waxed stronger and
stronger, the number of monuments increased, until at the flood tide of Maya prosperity they were,
comparatively speaking, common. He was the founder of the Maya civilization, the first priest of the Maya
religion, the inventor of writing and books, and the great healer. They were supported by the community, and
in times of peace caused much disturbance, continuing the tumult of war after war had ceased. In the Maya
pantheon he was regarded as having been the great organizer, the founder of cities, the framer of laws, and the
teacher of their new calendar. The priests instructed the younger sons of the ruling family as well as their own,
in the priestly duties and learning; in the computation of years, months, and days; in unlucky times; in fetes
and ceremonies; in the administration of the sacraments; in the practices of prophecy and divination; in
treating the sick; in their ancient history; and finally in the art of reading and writing their hieroglyphics,
which was taught only to those of high degree. The first student to make any progress in deciphering the Maya
inscriptions was Prof. The flattened oval in the main part of the variant is somewhat like the upper part of the
glyph in figure 20 , q. Just as handwriting differs in each individual, so the delineation of glyphs differed
among the ancient Maya, though doubtless to a lesser extent. Finally, having brought the country out of war
and dissension to peace and prosperity, he left by the same way he had entered, tarrying only at Chakanputun
on the west coast to build a splendid temple as an everlasting memorial of his residence among the people.
Having sought out the girl's parents, the matchmaker arranged with them the matter of the dowry, which the
young man's father paid, his wife at the same time giving the necessary clothing for her son and prospective
daughter-in-law. First, it is essential to understand thoroughly the Maya system of counting time, in other
words, their calendar and chronology.


